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Based on the German title of the 1955 film Rebel without a Cause starring James Dean, 

one really wonders whether Canary Island politicians knew what they were doing 

when they wanted to roll out laws that limit the private use of most of the apartments 

and bungalows in the borough of San Bartolomé de Tirajana, regarding the long-

delayed General Zoning Plan (PGO, as it is known in Spanish). 

Just to understand the complexity of the legal tangles, one has to understand that the 

Canary Island Government was already trying to avoid what they call 

“residentialisation” with the Tourism Renovation and Modernisation Act passed in 

May 2013.  
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In fact, the Local Council had been asked to draw up an urbanisation plan. As this did 

not materialise before the deadline set, the Canary Island Government finally took 

direct action on the matter; they hired GESPLAN to draw up the Zoning Plan (in line 

with existing laws/decrees).  

 

The result however, did not take the present situation into account in any way, 

shape or form, i.e. the fact that many of the blocks of apartments in our borough are 

no longer in the tourist market, others combine both residential and tourist use and 

there are approximately 60,000 inhabitants registered with the municipal census 

whose primary domicile is in the tourist area.    

 

I’m sure the politicians hadn’t expected such a turmoil, waves of indignation and a 

tidal wave of arguments during the normally quiet, sleepy summer months. Over 6,000 

arguments protesting against the measure were presented by householders’ 

associations and private owners in San Bartolomé de Tirajana Town Hall alone. And 

that is not counting the protests that were presented to the Cabildo (Island 

Government) and to the Canary Island Government.  

 

These arguments, almost all drafted by lawyers, are in general 15-30 pages long, full of 

legal arguments referring to a specific property, but there are others that refer to the 

Spanish Constitution, the Common Property Act, the right to competition, rulings in 

similar proceedings, etc. and even references to European legislation. Now all these 

arguments have to be processed and answered, entailing an enormous workload for 

those responsible.   
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Furthermore, a grass roots initiative has been created to defend the rights of 

approximately 40,000 homeowners with all legal means at their disposal.  

 

PALT meeting held on 07/10/2015 

attended by almost 900 people 

 

Photos: La Provincia 

 

 

 

The grass-roots initiative 

“Plataforma de Afectados por la Ley Turística“, or Platform for those affected by the 

Tourism Act (PALT from its initials in Spanish), which in the meantime, has been 

legally set up and attracted members from many householders’ associations and 

private individuals, is fighting against contradictory legislation and in favour of the free 

use of housing by the owners. You can find PALT on Facebook and any and everybody 

wanting to do so can join.   

 

One thing I am certain of: It will be impossible to implement these laws/provisions as 

they were originally planned.  The statements made by several politicians make it 

perfectly clear that, having seen the enormous pressure from the public in general, 

they have realised that they will have to revise the laws and consult and win the 

backing of householders too; and that there has to be far more transparency in 

drawing up these plans.  
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According to information received from the investors, the Kiessling family, work is set 

to start on building Siam Park in the area of El Veril, at the entrance to Playa del Inglés, 

before the year is out. This project represents an investment of €60m. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos: La Provincia  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Albeit with some protest, the cultural heritage of the borough of Tejeda will shine on special 

occasions. 
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October’s special properties: 
 

PLAYA DEL INGLÉS  · RIGHT DOWN ON THE SEA-FRONT 

Very quiet area, charming one-bed apartment on upper floor with large balcony (sea views), 

private, separate storage room, in impeccable condition, fully fitted with taste. Complex with 

swimming pool and direct access to the beach-front promenade;    Ref. 1.056-02 - €225,000 

  

 

PLAYA DEL INGLÉS · MODERN 3-BED BUNGALOW, CENTRAL AND QUIET 

Small, private complex (8 bungalows sharing a pool) close to CITA shopping centre. Corner 

bungalow with terraces, fully renovated and furnished with taste, including air conditioning, 

storage room with washing machine, etc. ;   Ref. 4.032-0   €216,000 

  

 


